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EDITOR ~ HOBERT L. S8TEIN.
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4n editorial stating little in particuler znd novaing
for sure, thus revealing thst tioe editor ig in his
usucl confuged state of mind.

THENSRCTION W BEACE. w . ... 00, ), . 0 W0 L, L RO N RSO . o, s

Americats '"rocket prophet" eperks. The editor only
hopes taest tnese propuetis wordsg, woibtten some tiume cygo,
haven't slresdy cose tiwe by itae tiae this appecrs.

TEE ADArTASLE ANIMAL...... .o rr W] . (P Sy Eaeknii s S 7

fnd af tae Biwtéem rin sGpener becoren o Toality, saa the
pisnets are reancized apg o anttor ol course == whed thea?
Can Man colonize Mars, Venus and the othor worldse?

TEE PRILOSOCRICAL NOVELS QF OLAY STAFLEDON....John 3. Michel........ 9

A Teprint of a famous aTticle whicin first appcrred in
1940, Altaough perts of it are outdeted, we trink this
is the begt fan corticle we heve seen on Stapledon.

DR . oy et - - ™ . o 0 e T ST f i 1. Geelde @Y Hediae Lot 15

A Lovecraftian account of occult nappenings benind
a dark door in Hew Qrleans -- strictly fiction, ws
hope. Heybe what he saw was only Zarry B. Moore.

WRAT I8 ToCuENOCHASY?R,........ el LU0 L THeRE ELERETS WiDkkekialiE

This is an article thast overcomes tile obvious handicap
of being "juot anotner Elsner article on Technocracy!.
Tripoli once meeant to gublisn this item, but never did,
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L8TRONAUT, Vol. I, No. 8. Tuls is an amateur end go far non-profit
megazine eaited by Robert L. Stein, 5l4 West Vienna Avenue, lillwaukee
12, Wisconsin, The moaterial thut glorifies thig issue was gatnered
by tue editor with the kind ascistance of Donn Brazler, Redd Boggs, &
FenTty Elsncr, plus other neighborly people. Thls issue was dumnied
by Don Wilson; its stencils were cut by Redd Boggg; »nd it was mimeo-
graphed by Don Wilson, Pix were cut by tihe editor. Tac edifor's opl-
niong are not necesgerily those of tiie contributorg., Artworz c¢redits:
Bob Stein: pp. 2 (sop), &, 5, &, 10, 12, 13, 16, 17 (top}, 20 end 23.
%illism Rotsler: pp. 2 (betton), 5, 17 (vottem), 19, 233. Hobert Nel-
gon: 11, 31. 1Illo p, 14 ig from Voll's Denvention issus.
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TZINCIL -by~ Tihe Editor

As T vrite tils, most of taoe copies
of Astronaut #1 are gone, aolthough thaere
are a few left and avallable st 10¢ each.
It took well over six montiis %o get the
first igsue published and meiled, and it
aas been sbout tharee nonths since I dumped
the main bunch of Astronauts into Uncle
Sarvel's lep. How long it will be frowm now
till this issue its tie mails 18 anyone's
guess. For that reason T've excluded all
commentary on current affairs, and tihe led
ter colurn is nov Lere. YMost of the let-
ters of comment with anyitiding of interost
to anyonc but me have iong since been lost
in ny voluminoue mass of "stuffn,

For issue #3 I kove notiding at all on
aand . ”"anhly, I om very tﬁen&ful'ﬂﬂ this
state ol effrirs. Alreacy, I .ave wore to
do then I love tine for, let olone edit this rmagazine., But you can
expect wvonething wmore to emonate i1ron these precincts, even though
don't believe it will be another astronsgut. Feople who send, or aave
foolisaly gent, subscriptions will reccive their money's worth some-
NoW OoT obuaer., Just as dhe subsceribers to Fentasy Iliustrated were
startled to get Lymoggi (it was spelt wita a Wym then) ant finally
Astronzut #1, suoscribors in tie Juture will receive sometiing as un-
1ike Astronaut ae Tyapeny was unlike Fantasy Illusirased. I aope to
revive tie titie artaSJ Itlustrated soon, as a nperiocical portfolio
of mimeo, 1itho and silkscreen aritwork (plus art by any other nebtionds
I night try). It will be in & form tuoat will allow jou -- if joulre
maed enouz: to do so —-- Ho’framé tae artwork contained therein,

That wita tie wiusual emount of publicity beiny given science-
fiction ar a legitinate iiterary art fornm, nuny Tfans are wondeling
rnen stf vill catch on to tue extent that detective mysteries have in
recent ryears,  Anthony Boucher supgreste that stf will become widely
Popular in the very near future -- ke treats tae subject in his book,
Rocket to tie Morsuc, and sugyests that top populnrity will come to
86T waen gomeone createg Fa) tvuly turee-dinensional st character,

-

wiaen ] discussed thie subject witlh Lester del Hey at tie Philcon
he apreed witl the Boucisr taeory and nnaed & well known stf auvthor
to create stf'e Sherlock Holmes, Fow about it ~-— Ted Sturgeon?
RC L. S.




The fall of Nazi Germany THE STATION IN SFPACE
gaw a rush of the Allied victors

for the inevitable spoils of war, =5

To muchh of Europe Teparations

meant restitution. To Rugsie R. L. FARNSWORTH
tihhcy imeant rehabilitation. To Pres., United States
Great Britain the end of the Rocket Society, Inc.
war meant an immediate gcramble to Glen Ellyn, Ill.

again forge thne linkg of trade by

wiaich England must live, 0Of all

of the Allies, only Americs had little or no stake in material repar-
ations. In fact, vast stock-piles of our manufsctures now litter the
materiel depots of all the world. Beyond re-esgtablisiment of free
commerce among the nations of the earth our interest 1in reparstions
is small indeed., Yet our high command knew that there were valuable
prizes in Nazi Germany; these were IDEAS. Britain knew the <fruita-
tion of many of these ideas -- knew them by the vast destruction
wiought by the Pbuzz-bomb" and the "W-2" rocket. But our intelli-
gence knew that tiere were even more stupendous dreams in the minds
of German men of science. Men who, by adapting their skill for mili-

tary use, were given a free hand by the German ocverrment, Numbheoe
One prize of the war was the asudacisus German proposal of a vast
"Station in Space®™, This was to have been a man-made satellite which

was to encircle the earth at a height of from 500 to 60C miles. At a
velocity of over 9000 miles per hour such a man-moon would circle the
earth once every four hours! The construction of this vast project
would be accomplished by using adaptations of the A-10 and A-9 ToCk-
ets, These were the rockets Tuat were to nave constituted the rocket
train that was to have brought death and destruction to the east
coast oi the United States. The 4-10 was a monster edition of the
V-2 which would give an initial impetus of the 4-9, a stubby wing
design rocket which would have then continued on under its own power
to the peak of its trejectory and then, in a long glide, 7re-entered
the atmosphere and landed somewhere on the Atlantic coast of tie Uni-
ted States. Time: France to New York -- 40 minutes! Tais was no
dream. It was under construction., It was then proposed to use +the
.rocket train idea to get rockets with pay loads of meteriel wup to
heights of from 500-600 miles, Then, by establishing orbits around
the earth, tihe power could be shut off, the rockets assembled togeth-
er, and the "Station in Space" would be a reality. Before the war it
had been calculated by an Austrian, Captain Potocnic, that 68 tons of
cihhemical fuel would be needed for every ton of materigl transgported
to the station, While this cost appears exorbitant, the returns,
financial, military and scientific, greatly fascinated the minds of
the Germsn scientists. The problems of construction are noet as great
ag might be supposed., To begin with, once in this orbit everything
would be M"weightless™, Only inertia need be overcome 1in Tfasiioning
huge sections of the station. And, once begun, there is an inexhaus-
tible source of power at hand. The Sun! A t this height, free from
atmosphere, the raw, primal energy of the Sun would be available by
simply taking advantage of the great temperature diiferential which
would exist between the Sun-cide and the Earth-side of the station.
Such power cen be created by the expancion and the condensation of a
volatile fluid, Another source of power direct from the sun might be
direct electric power thru photo-electric celle. Remember that the
Sun is our only source oI power (outside of atomic energy) and all of
the disadvantages o sun power on earth are lacking in eirless space.
The factor that dictates tue slze and ehepe of the spstetion is the
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need for an actificiel gravit,

by the men stationed Taereon,

It may be that wmen could exist

under conditions of weightlcse

hesn for a siort time, but it

ig aoxwtiul that men could en-

dure tais unnetural feeling

‘ for long periods oi time. To

create s force of one gravity

b to imitate tie conditions on
T Earth it is necessary o - rot-
e ate tie rim of our three-milo-

B diameter wheel at the rate of
about 13 feet per gecond, i

our radius of rotation were

eny shorTier, a higher velocity

would have to e resgorted o

and thisg would lead to' dizzi-

nesg and nausea iti’ thée  crew.

A structuzre throe' miles s

Hnhuta o =13 ! I ED

t e, 1Ma*1nap10n, but only a portlon of it% Would okt preesurlzcd qpar—.
ters. Tuae, Jfodt Wou;a conq1wt of & light tubular i:cuework sutl 1CJent
only to hold it owi shape., -The lack of the strain of gravity saids

ug in tﬂls and allows to build very lightly. A similar inner wheel.
rem;zng motionless, This is the soctual terminal., It is 1n tﬂlb,&eb?

tion taat the huge tubular docks are located to which th arriving .
and deprrting rockets come. ' Docking the nuge rockets in welwhtless,

alrieas &pﬂub can vbe imagined as blmple. Pneumatbically sesled tubes.

wpuld serve as docks.” Oucb s rocket ned entered a tube . tne huge
hateh would Pe sealed and normel air pressure built up to allow per-
gorel 1o WO T¥ about the sbip., Wiaen a rocket siiip ig to be. launchcd

tng tube cont:lnlng tie rocket would be evacvated of air, The. air
dramn off would Ve conmpressed and saved,due to the fact that . while
gnergy will be clieap and easy to obtaln,, all materiel will Iepruaent
an enormous .cost .in transportation from Earth. A unit &s isolated as
the station will ‘be -- must be -- as self-suificient as possible, ev-
en to. its own .atmosphere and Tood SupLLly . Chenmical - farming should
suffice to raigse plants and in turn the ralsln5 of plents i~ ht  euf-
fice to keep the'oxygen content of the station's. living QMJ*tora";qﬁ

an Optlmhu‘_pﬁ large portion of -the station would-be taken up. by tlie
ctoiage of ligquid Iuels. In the ocold of the earth, side,r they . would
;bu{ perfectly. The materials of which the termninal Wlll Le . made
will be digtated by their cost to transpors., .The lighter. the bgtter
Probebly althinum sheet and tubé construction will be yged , with guan-
tities of the’ 1iwhto4 metales steh as wmagnesium, and, . Uelyllluu.f; Theé

unoccupied’ portions will be ‘cokstructed of tubulaw aluminum . blrder
SthlOHQ., TJL only connection betiwecn the moving and the . stptlonarj
pectioiis nre’ anti- ITlCtiOh snuvber bearings. whioch Keep the : two | sec-
tions in aligmuenty - As the outer seetionirotates sone mo fion. Wil be

imparted to Lid - inner section, no matterdchow perfect the bealings are,

This motion, Jovevel slight, would bhe-oljectionable, so - counter-jetls
would have to ve mousted to stebilize Tihe part. Getting from the” in-
neT gection to $ae outer section is nousmuch of »n problom, the diffe-

renge in vclociiJ being only 12 feet perusecond. Small monorail cals

mounted ‘oetween ‘EL_(" Bedronb coula be' boarficd and either .accelersted

or decelerated to rpnlr destinations.  .0One._in -tue Lixed section would
react niuqclf 0ver, to tne car: ba noanb of A small ek sughomel 1 Y Her-

» b _{*._ 2 |
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Bon in this section can only move
oy pulling nimself along or by
use of a reaction principle.

Tune taickness of the ring
would e 1000 feet. The insgide
stationary ring would contain the
landing docks, worksiups and lab-
oratories. All objects in tiais
ring are, of course, weightless.
Living quarters would Ye provided
in the outer, revolving ring with
its artificiel graviity., In addi-
tion to rockets placed eround the
rings to effect compensnting cor-
rections there would alse be gy-
roscopic stabilizers operating in
three planes to keep tihe Station
constantly in its proper orbit and
in its proper relation te the
Earth, The wass of the Station
would be so small in compariedtn with that of the Earth that meteors
should not prove a problem., The vast amounts of elecirical and atom-
ic energy that might be aveilable would soon lend themselves to forms
of meteor control. The '"Station in Spaes! is no wild dream. It was
on tae drafting boards of scientists who turned out success after suc-
cess for the steel legions of Germany. Its construction was merely a
matter of cost. Cost and DOING 1t! Atomic energy was a tieoretsical
vigion until two billicn dollars of taxpayers' money nade it an  awe-
some reality. The "Station in Space’ can be built NOW -- and Auserica
should built it!

Why?

For those who like to think in termg of proiivable commercial
enterpriscs, the "Station in 3pace” would be an  inconceiveably rich
bonanza of new wealthi. The returns would be morTe Inan counnensurate
with its estimated cost of three nillion dollars. For one example,
it would be the perfest television broadcasting station. With the
Station as the mein studio, otier rockets in the same orbit would
zive round-the-world service at all times. Again, "Station weather
gervice® would alone pey for tiac cost. In addition, weataer fore-
costing would be an exact science, as weather could c¢onstantly be
geen in the making. Then, foo, mepmeking is a very subgtantial busi-
ess, No maps have ever becen made of points on the Earth from The
perfect vantage point of 500 mileg above the Earth, PoweT transmnis-
gion from the sun to Earth is snother possibility. Also, through
mirrors, it might e fensible to so concentrate the reys of the sun
as to use ther for drying up micgnic gwamps, melting icebergs drift-
ing too far down into steamship lones, and for weny otaer purposes,

But thesge are only a few, There aTe otier great advantages to
be gained, all of them with a comwmorcisl inmplicatvion, Here the 7re-
search scientist would find uis ideal laboratory. Here he could work
with o vacuum "harder? (rorer) than any obtainable on Zartia, Here he
could avail nimeelf ergily of lemperatures very difficult to obtalin

—~5- g



= les  Tave Viclogist, the paye-

islst, the cuemist, tue astronouer, ¢
e paotosrapaer, tae  elecironic:
engineer, snd yTepresentatives of
every otaer bLranci of sciecnce would™
be working in a medium unparalleled:
for researcn, Yo one really knows
now matter beuaves, or life, with-#
out tie gravitational pull of migi-
ty Mother Farti. Vithout tie aber--
rations o tiae atmogplere t2e as-

1

tronomer could pluab the deptie of & = o SO
the Univerge and solve many of the L _M_W.,.M¢~‘,.}ﬂ%
riddles of creation. Hyasteries of A L

cosmic rays, eignals from speace,

the nature of light end ¢t gtruc-

ture of wae universe; o1l would Le

newly scanned from tue airless,

gravitationlesgs station. Tuoe She-

tion could be built witiout tue u-

tilization of eatomic energy, ©but

now tixat suca 2 mource of power is within our grasp it is no longer
necegsary to procragtinate. 4t our pregent stage of scientific dev-
clopment sucl: a celestial labowetory is a virtual necessity.

Yet all of tae good and velid reagons, financial, scientific
and cultural, for tue comsbtruction of such & project, seem rather
proseic and workadsy when we consider tie real wortii of such a ter-
minal in space. Its basic resson for veing will be tie fact taat it
will be men's first step to infinity. Above the atrmospihiere of the
Eerti and surtling arcund tae globe with & apeed of approximately
five miles per second, it will e tie puci-gougit-alter launcling
gite for e rocket to tic wmoon! One of tue wost serious obsitecles 1o
tae passenger-carrying moon rocked isg tihe necessity or providing slow
acceleration Irom vhe surface of the Eartia tuaroush our vlanket of ab-
mospuere, Slow acceleration from Earti for t.e moon rocket la deman-
ged for two reasong -- Iirst, to prevent tie rocket Irbom nesting o
incandesgcence, 1f it were to ascend too fast turough tie tihick air,
and to provide that tie passengers are accelerated gradually. This
necesgity for a slow start from Tarta entalls a proaivitive expendi-
ture of caemicel fuels and has long been a stumbling block in  tae
plang of zocket entiusinmgts. Tae "S8tation in Space answers the
problem neatly. Leaving tie Station (and probably having been built
there), tuae moon rockst would already have an ordital velccity of
five miles per second. Gradual acceleration, in airless space, 3o
the sueed of seven miles per zecond (tiiw gpeed needed 1o rescir the
moon) would be quite feasible and vould cause not tae glightest dis-
comfort to passengers, On reacaing tiae woon, large, permanent struc-
tures could be erected wiichk would Lecome tue factorices for tie fab-
ricotion of t:1e vast interplanetazy rockets for tihe exploration of
t2e far resches of space, and tie contecting of our companions in the
abysg, Mars and Venus. Since a velocity of only l% miies per second
is necessary in order to leave the moon it will be escen tuat fue wmoon
ig tae key vo the Cosmos, ({(Incidentally, the velocity of 1i mniles
per second is reacued by the V-2 vocket used by the Geimans in the
laat days of tas war,

But btefore men can Treach out to claim new worlds, ae must Ifirst
(Concluded on pazc 14)
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THE ADAPTABLE In traveling around the

world, or when reading of far/dis-

ANTHAL ¢ . tant countries, one often runy:ac-

ross gtorieg of strange animals,

odd creatures that live in out-of-

~by- the-vay places on the globe, Most

RICK GSNEARY of them are never secn  beyond

their own 1little territory, be-

cauge wien moved Ifrom their natur-

) [ I g . al habitat tliey soon die, - Witk

sone anlualo you have only to chenge their surroundings to make them
unconfortable,

+C! . Most such animals cannot leave thcir own restricted arsea because
they would soon perish without the sort of foed to whieh they are ac-
cugtomed, With others, tie climate elsewilere is suelh taat they cane~
not survive,

Taere is only onc aninal, other than certain insects, with a
great aptitude for adjusting itself to its climate and environnent.
That aninel is Kan, a fairly recent arrivel on this cartil, . He 1lives
on almoet cvoem pori o+t - LTohe, in Riveet avary Ryne ot o ipap¥
cand crupelicting cn alvust covery type of food,

From low valieys, cven below sea level, to tie tops of some of
the highest mountains, from dry and burning deserts to swampy lands
where the rain scarcely ccascs, Man lives and turives, Tac desert
dweller is ablc to work with the temperature standing at 1402 in the
ghade (with none aveilable), wkile Eskirmos and othiers live quite hap-
pily in 2 land of ice and snow, where warn days siow thae hermometer
gtill reading in minus numbers,

Man sdapts hinself to such extremcs, not after living in a place
for hundreds of years, but for as little as cnc guneration, in some
cases, Only in the deep tropics, wicre the heot breeds goerms that
weaken and kill the newcomer, las the white man found it impossible
to build an advanced civilization, but oven therc, otiler races 1ive
and thrive.

To all this you say, "So what?" Well, Just this; The human
body is rcadily adaptable to other climates and cnvironments from
that into which it was born, Thercfore, there is a good chance that

Yan may be able to adapt himself to living on plancts otiler than
Earth.

"It's possible," you say, "but not on any otlicr plancts in the
solar syston, Perhops, in the din futurc, we nay colonize the plan-
ets of Cygni II, or other ncighboring systems...."

But why not our sistcr plancts? Toko Mars, for instancoe. We
know that Mars is cold, with tenmperaturcs running from perhaps 100°
below zero to that wmuch above. Then, too, the Red Planet has less
oxygen than Earth, But these difficultics ComEEh | Jac OVQTCono,, I
think, People 1live in the far north hoero on Earth, and 1if houses
werc bullt on Hars to withsband heat and cold, lartian -+ coloniets

o



could brave the rugged climate long
epougit eachh day te get their work done,
The lcesscr oXygen content of the alr
shouldn't be too'much of a worry, be-
ceuse waile there isntt much oxygen - -
present at 10,000 feet, Man wenages

to survive tnurc R !

Venus might be rore of a prob=
lem. No-one knows cexactly wasot that -
cloud-hidden world is 1like, or whe- -
ther tncro is ¥ry bxygen present &t
ell. 'In fectiltits atuosphcre - uay *
consist entlrely of corbon dioxide,
end its water nay be nmostly chlorine,
Venus is doubtless thTlflCdll} Lhot,
too , TREINE" nesTRI*INEECT Y Sl tnanJ
Earth, and if thc’ obscuring » clduds
are 009 tie licet roys uould not be . SRR e R e e N e ST
filtercd out. 8till, Venus mey be ' e TR T
habltablu Uno knows?

And, althougu 2t nlght e rﬁthor chilky, I fear, we might. be a-r .
blc to colonize soue of the outer planets, including mighty Jupiter.
Despite its'size, dhpltGT'S gravity is only 2,53 times tlhat of Earth. .,
If you weigled 100 pounds at tie Torcon, you'd weigh 253 pounds at o

the Jovention in 3048 A, D. -- which 1sn't so bad, although if you de-
cided to stay ﬁuqro pernqnuntly you m1gat feel tlrod the:first couple
of yoars. . B -

a1l
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" ADDENBA, by the Edltﬁr

Man is not the.only aninal that is adaptable to all parts of
Terre, "The tat) nltho 1% is partially depehdent: on nan's works, also
infegte, most of thig' globe. In reny oities, the Tnt population ex~ ..
ceeds that OF the. human. - il < AR o 1N :

! _ e N

Indlane l1v1ng on ‘the dndcan platcau haVe unuaually grcat lungj oow
developrient, . ¢

‘Huwians could, be conditiomed froﬁ'birth to conditions bn _.MaTioue
planetsa,; made to 1ive on high platenus (Hinalayean), wgie fo. develop .
extxgordlnarlly trong 1058‘f0r hLaVier pl.netL, etc. ¥ <b L Neh

Venus uight ve able to grmﬂ Tcrran VCgbtathD. Tiais would grow .-
prolifically in the heavy carbon dioxide, ~nd produce oxygen. Plants
could he broed, . or‘ﬁutntﬂd with - X-rays;- etc., to -Live .on otuor planets
and change then fo cnv1ronncnt$¢sumt°ble to Terrana.m

,,-u\--' ‘1 J.

The Fenans . cnmﬁl zone 1s in. thg. troplcs, hlgnly aevoloped 0r-
ganization of wiitd pen works tihcre. Anericads a£ &11 t¥pes : kiwved
and.. fought in thu troplcs-in The. 1atb WAL £y - Sl TR R oW

" Ik " J
Ybur;t@oughts bn thls qub4uet mlll be welconud withggrcat H@dte i =,
I-I.-II.IU Jllt . ; '_LE‘_' . 7 i e i'-L L. S EII\I ‘."” I
i'h T F T : o i
:_‘"--Tf; Bladl i Fowpsy (" A T s :

T L R ¢ nj_():)’ $ 1 i 0 1R (%
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THE PHILOSOPHICAL NOVELS When at last tihe Dboon
of tne cannon has died away

QF QLAY STAPLEDON and over a dynamic, peaceful
worl® soundsg the clashing

gay noises of the hamxer and

Studies In A New Type saw, building tne Tfounda-

O0f Outlook tions of a giant interna-

tional civilization, it ie

-by- my opinion tnat as mnman be-

JOBEN B, HICHEL gins to force his mind above

the tihin blanket of atmos-

Reprinted from Tae Alchemist, Vol., I, phere, the name of OQOlaf
Ho. 3, Sumger 1940, Stapledon will come to the

attention of intellectuals
as the last truly great bourgeois philosopiner and the first exponent
of a cosmicel pnilosopay besides being the sorely needed link between
the materialist Marxien Sueltanschung and tiie unknown future.

During the last six years, Stapledon has written, among otker
works, four novels of deep import, M"Last and First Men", HThe Last
Men in Lonaon', "Tne Star Maker® and "oad Jonn". It 1is unfortunate
tiat none but very iev people have come to regard %nem in their true
light. And those wno have are almost universally of tie science fic-
tion fan iype, vie sort of person wno because ol the unigque nature of
toe bsse of his maledjustmeni with 1life and the Cosmos lias turned to
literature and puilosopiny of cosmical import., It is useless to ac-
cept as valuavle t.ie opinions of tihe few professionals, sucih as Roger
Fippett end J. P. Fletcier, who have commented on tiae books. 4s may
be seen irom their workg, they sre men of ordinary literary capaci-
ties, occupled mostly in commercial work on mundane subjects, and
tnis fact alone prevents thewm from contributing useful criteria on
tire subject. No, therc is one type of mind and one type of mind a-
lone that can see what Stapledon has done, and tinat is a mind free of
the Earti, free of its restrictions, scaring through space at will,
cognizant of the wheleness of the whele, daring, bold, seeking.

"Last and First Men", the first of the trilogy (m0dd John'" be-
ing an incidental work) is barefacedly a history of tine next two bil-
lions of years, & close-studied examination of the rise and fall of
eignteen separate races of mankind, Briefly it is a masterpiece, both
as a work of writing and a wealth of detail. Stapledon not only sets
down a record of events as they happen, but gives us a complete bio-
logical, psychological, and cultural analysis, bothh of races and
times he depicts and the overlapping of the stream of history on suc-
cessive races. Beneatir it all and developing slowly through the nar-
rative, the author works out the bLasis of his prime philosophical
conclusion, thet the philosophy of man in conflict with man must fade
end die, to bec replsced by an infinitely greater pitilosopiy, the con-
flict of nen witia the universe and of the universe withh man, of an
earthly stage digpleced by tue all-embracing stage oI eternity, of
brute and eleuental forces subjugated and over-sihadowed by the play
of delicate, personal forces ol more gigantic a stature.

Tihe greater part of the book 1s devoted to the nistory of our
own race, the First len., HMercilessly we are torn to shreds, In Sta-
pledon's facile aands, our every acaicvement is reduced to an asi by
ouTl incapecity to utilize our knowledge and power toward tihae endsg of
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our own good, According to the au-
taor, we, the First Men, have about
two thousand years of life left to 4
us as a civilized race. And  in /
that tine, step by step, we rise fur-
ther in tie scele of physical and
material evolution, step by step we
degrade ourselves spiritually to
the level of beasts, a process hal-
ted only now and again by heroes
and heroic acts at acute and criti-
cal periods of art, our siort reign
%o cone.

Pinelly, our pase passions de-
stroy us utterly.

From a small remnant arises &
succeeding civilization and finally
the Second Men, eachh culture besetl
with ite own problems and difficult-
ies describved minutely and incisively by tie autbhor, Accelerating
and accelerating, the story throvs the human race from planet to pla-
net, huris disaster upon various civilizations of our desgcendants,
threatens the disruption of the solar system, and ends upon a note of
tragic triumph as the last race, the Eighteenti Men, are murdered by
an exploding sun, bereft at the end of all their power and their hu~
menity, going down to the final dark as ignorantly as we, their blind
ancestors.

A dominating note throughout the book is the idea that no matter
wiat happens, whether it be joy and tragedy myndane or cosmical, it
is all a part of the WHOLE and must be accepted as such, that jcy
without sadness is ¢@a incomplete as ham and eggs witiout salt and
pepper, and vice versa. Stapledon develops this idea Dby ceding to
the highest developed Taces of men the ability to perceive tiiemselves
and their fellows and their relationships and the intricate complex
of play and counter-play as definite and necessary parts of the
whole, together with the accompaniment of tragedy and triumph, Sim-
ultaneously, he subtly disconnects this idea from nsked Kisnet. The
possibilities of incisive thought resulting Irom tiae exploitation of
thig theory alone are colossal. Here we are offered no hog-wash of
an omnipotent God ruling a universe as set and immovable and as dull
as a stone block.

In concluding tne narrative, the author has tie very last. of. the
Last Men, born before disaster struck and sterilized tiae entire.race,
comnent on what is happening and on all tuat has gone vefore., It is
impossible to realize tie magnificent beauty of tais concluding sol-
iliquy unless one has read tile book and digested 1its meaning thor-
ouginly. It is enough to quote an opening paragrapi:

"Great are thie stars and man is of no account to them., But man
is & fair spirit whom a star conceived ana & sfar kills. He is grea-
ter tnan those brignt, blind companions., For though in tnenm there is
incalculable potentiality, in biwm there is achievement, small but ac-
tual. Too soon, seemingly he comes %o the énd. But wihen he is done,
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he will not be nothing, not as
though he had never Dbeen, for
Lhe ig e¢ternally a beauty in the
cternal form of things."

THE CIVILIZATICH of the
L~st Men was developed Dbeyond
our wildost dreans, beyond our
uwnderstending. Tiey kad learn-
ed to explore tuc past o~nd de-
rived from tiuls activity great
mental enricluient, solace and
refreshrient. Tros uniting
tacir personalities with tie
parsonalities of past ages,
with men, wonen and even beasgts
of tiie lend, seca and the air,
tuaey came a Lit closer to the
core of all things. The sccond
pook, "Tie Lest Men in Londont,
desle with the svory of wiat
Leppened vaen o nole of that

fTiral arnd glorious specica went
back turoug.s tiwe to Jjoin his
expeTiences enG perconality =ith tue infent .iind of an eartih link of
tiue First ken in tuac period of tihe Seconda World War, Stapledon vses
tils metlod to enlerge and couplete one of tue tuencs oI tav  preced-
ing work., He tuoroughly cneolyzes us and su0vWe Us oXectly woat and
wLy we are. MNeedless to say, tae Tesgult is extreiely unflattering.
By inkablting tie wmind of this contouporary wit. tuie intelicet of a
Last Men we are given o suarp and cleer insigat into our many ss0T6-
comings anc in a measure, suovn o way out of impenting disaster. No-
thing ie left unegaid., And yet, with that gencrous grasp of the ALY,
Le supermon sees in us muca of quality ond potentieclity, of swect-
ness ond great cournge, a strange defisnce of tihe ormipotence of for-
ccg thnt aunezes even unin,

He grents us o certain grudging respect but teclls us in no un-
certain terms tuaat but for our stupidity in our owvn tiuve t.ae speed of
man's rise migut have been accelernted and much pein and risery left
undone. Frorm tac lofty and utterly unetitalnable heignt o his visdom
he lookg dovn upon us, scolding us Wit Jovian anger -- and occasion-
ally winking.

In no other book by any otier autilor ies the gex relationship of
hunmenity becn so delicately and frenkly illustrated, The avtior
slows tals gquality in ~11 of his works. Witiout descending to crudi-
tiepg lwmang enter into tue wost intiaste of contacts, Dot mental and
piiyeical. In & vay, Stepledon asedén unto aiieelf tlie function of
a digpassionate god *it.out neoning to o so. Trecerics sweep the
pages of this book; lig.t, gracelully, truts scers to t¥ill in chap-
ter efter caapter, aeligihting t.oc reoder witia its sweetnegs and clar-
ity.

THE CONCLUOING work of the scrics, "Tihe Star Meaker!, is undoubt-
edly tic migatiest cffort to pluwb tio depths oI knowlodge and cxper-
ience yet nade by tic minda of uan. ¥aoaking no bones cbout wast he is
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doing, Stapledon whirls the
reader up on a c¢loud and throws
him adrift in the universe,
scudding from star to star on
a frenzied, hastened Jjourney to
thie pottom of it all. Briefly,
tae book is a complete hnistory
of QOUR cosmos. QUR cosmos be-
cauge the Star Maker is a pe-
culiar sort of chap, & rather
inexperienced craftsman, as a
matter oi fact and the universe
and us are merely one of his
fair-to-piddlin' experiments,
Stapledon makes tiiis clear,
waile at tone same time opening
anothex vista oi Iiech tuaought
by giving us glimpses of future
uitiverses to come, of such com-
plexity and purpose as 1> be
entirely beyond tiae pale of our
conpTenercion, He continues
his description of various races and their psychologies and Cosmical
relationships, HMan he has left out altogetiher, dismissing him with a
bare note. Tue author finally comes up agoainst the stumbling Dblock
which has baffled him and baffles us all, the PURPOSE of 1life., The
Star Meker is all very well and ratiher hot stuif, but Stapledon never
manages to give hina much wore of a reason for existence than tie
childisiz, wholesale manufacture of universes, of cosmi. And nere I
detect a note of insincerity, of god-seeking for a rataer common ord-
inary type of god. Realizing tiie futility of his search, Stapledon
merely depicis a different sort of god, a god with greater powers
than any neretofore conceived, but still a god, still the guiding in-
telligence which demends worsihip and placation, sacrifice and still
greater sacrifice -- tue Gown-to-earth Yahweh afier all,

The basic conception of the book g i
is the idea tunat only by the onalgan- e ;
ation of all tue mind stuff in the u~ ; i 3 ’ i
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niverse into one, single Cosnical Teinig ke S
ind ----- a whole new type oif CON- P B ol
SCIQUSKESS, can tiie purpose of it all | ‘
ve discovered. Having done tiis, the
author shu tae Cosnicel Mind set out l
to seek t.ae Svar Heker but are struck 4 SEE
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down oy tuae slight glimpse they get,
by a verrifying awiulness and over-
whelnind pover hlinding vie best rmind
the univergse can afford -- a shaliow
evasion of & problem to vmichk no con- v |
temporary rmina can find a solution, 17 et e
From a brave, hopeiuvl beginning, tae : paEN s
sutnor sebs us Govn withh p terrific gy e e e ot
bump. Futility after all, mayve o o A
little pimless seurrying now and then i G
and contemplation bubt in the end, the SRy s \\\‘
final dark, -] 3



Although Stapledon has set the
stage Tor a great symphony of ris-
ing triwepll and tue annihilation of
pessinien, tuere exists, throughout
nis worksg, & note of sadness eand
digtrust and bewildered frustration,
Tihe secret of als greatness lies
not in ikis conclusions, but in the
indeseribable 1ields c¢i tuought and
meditation e hes opercd for the au-
man mind. Altaouga e Iound at the
end shallowmess end futility, ine
tried to justiiy our effort.

ThROUGH NOT A PART of the tril-
ogY, & thread of -scope and purpase
connects anoiier oi Stapledon's
books, 044 Joim", to taen.

derein, the autior's basic mie _
trust of humanity emerges clear and dafined. Pessiftistic about the
possibilities of our race finding a way out of the muddle it 1s now
in, he creates a superman, o nutation from the ordinary genus, inten-
ded to replace man on tiais earth,

0dd John, his character, is a thoroughly humen individual, and
quite likeaple, However, he is spiritually alien zIfrom the regular
run of people. His powers ond capacities for thougiht are tremendous,
even Iar and away beyond those of the Tfamous Victor Scott. John
looks at us in nuch tie same way as the Last Hen, although with more
compassion and love and desire to slur over our stupidities, as he is
fundanentally of our Ilesh and bone. With godlike calm he Teviews
our nunan experience and pontificates on tite why, the how, and the
vnence of life. Mucih of tiis is veyond the mental scope of the char-
acter narrotor of the story. ¥Wien John itries to explain the nature
of the spiritual life to hinm, it proves inpossible %o do so. At this
point, tie autaor indulges in more wish-fulfillment of a particularly
naive nature, it would seen vo ne.

in the course of taoe book John attempts to gather together about
him all the nmutetional freaks on carth, He succeeds in doing this
and seiscouf to creats a new numan race, veing convinced that genus
liomo nas about twenty or tulrty more yeors of 1life and tien -- finis,
destroyed by a migdirected science. But Stapledon throws wmany obsta-~
cles in ais patil) He is regarded witih amucenent as an overenthusias-
tic cnild by several of his more meoture colleagues, he passes through
VaTious paases of despalr and joyous exhaltation as Le establishes
contact with tue universe, uany times he himself doubts the value of
his undertaking., Taroughout, the superiority of spiritual experience
over material achicvement is strezsed, To 044 Join {odd to his fell-
oW superinen as well ag o man) tac problem becomes more complex and
difficuls to sclve as the adventure progresses. Finally he gathers
his forces and retires to o small island in the Pacific where he 1is
digcovered at long 1last by roving veesels of several nations and thne
resulting publicity throws the entire scheme out ol whack. The sup-
ernen, it geems, do not dars use force to destroy aumanity (as they
would willingly do) as in tie proccess they believe & subtle diginte-
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gration of their nhigh spizr-
itual standards would rTe-
sult. Tareatened on ail
: sides, tune intellectuals
‘ gomnlt suicide, blowing up
“thelir island by atomic pow
.1 er and destroying all tra-
F ces of tiewmselves and taeir
nanGiwork. Preswmably, nan
is left to his Tfate, as
Stapledon, tiarouga 0dd Joan
and kis deatvi, expresses
itis belief taat tae present
nudanity cannot win tarough
and what we muci pass.

This is an odd atti-
ude, typically bourgeois.
It perneates Stapledon's
.WoTks asg it perneates tie
. literary works of all tae
dying bourgeoisie. With-
out Treason, he creates ob-
gtacles and places Them in
overwielning number in
 Man's upward path. Stople-
don quite obviously does
' not possess a firn grasp
apon tue realities of the
noment. He is too ready
to experiment with wihiim and
J fancy ratiner truse to a
~” dialectic. He has drawn a

piloture of blackest hue
backgrounded by dreams and a philosopiy of Tosy optimism. Such a
creation, suca & concepiion cannot e allowed to die. It must be
propagated, kept alive. It is too valueble, too precious in aiding
us in tae great tesk o aurling life forward to be forsiaken,

‘
GuY ,Jdﬁr\

Let it teke its place among thae great piailosopiiies.

For it is possible after all to say that Stapledon is a bit too
lmpeticnt, too insecure in 2is own beliefs. It is not important tiat
man vecowe at once or ever, tuc Ligat of A1l Things, Before hilm,
stretcies vie incalculable reacaes of infinite time and infinite
spece, In tie face of taatl awe-inspiring chesm, it is enougin tiat he
Try.

THE STATION IN SPACE

(Concluded from page 8)
tnke the FIRST STEF TO INFINITI., As nesvers of the United States Rog-
ket Society we would like to seec Americang take taat first step. It

can be taken -- Wy constructing the “gtation in Space. £
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THE DOOR Avout a year ago, while I
gtill wore Uncle's olive drab, 1
obtained & three~day pass and tra-

-Dy- veled to New Orleans. The French
b Quarter, which the native New Or-
GEORGE T, , WETZEL leanders glamorige, praise, and

extol po the unfortunate visitors
; * .ily Wio jnadvertently voice a desire
%0 see, #WAH the plagn mhigh p immed&ﬁtely gtarted jor “Ypon entering
.-the Ci.‘j‘_{y‘- = ] | 4 b i T N 1 | :N 1

P IR

I walked aigng narrow cobbled streets over which drad buildings
leaned, almos®d Leefdys in a long, contvinuous Gotliiec arch. Snops
lined both sides ¢f glie ctreet, shops whose windows were ever cluti-
ered up with rusty cutlesses, corroding pistols, antique cliinaware,
and all sortvs of otuer cenvury-old odds and ends to delight the gues-
ting antiguarian. Cocxtail lounges, night clubs, taverns, saloons,
were just as profuse in nuuber; indeed more plentiful tuaan dwelling
places -- Or mayove tiae saloons were tae dwelling plsces, for I had
observed some Wio seemed to spend tnelr entire eXlstence leaning on a
bar and pounding ti:¢ cars of all who would listen.

I remenmbered taat Paul Horphy (a geniue of tiae chessboard and
the first Amcrican cizess master to go to Europe, there defeating all
comers and holding undieputed sway as Chess Champion of tae world)
Ihad lived somewiicre in tihe Quarter during nis life. I found tue for-
mer residence ol tiiis remarkable man; but sad was tie use To which
it vas at present subjected; instead of a vensrated shrine to an or-
iginal genius, a wizerd and artist of brilliant chessboard cowmtina-
tions, ais llome was outraged by tie degradution of being a public
restaurant. Somewhere within its confinees there remeined &a single
room waere the present owner had collected Faul Morpuay's effects for
display to the public. For some obscurs reasgon every time I express-
ed 2 desire to view tails room I was donied admission, The portal.
beyond wiich lay the puale and withered relics of a once vibrant fauc,
was sealed up by an unfatiomable and unfeeling propriety., It was
symecolic of whet I encounterced later.

Disgruntled, exasperated, frustroted, I resumed my tour. The
sun sent torrents of heat pouring dovn, searing tliie cobblestones.
The close places of the street, wiere pools of intense snadow linger-
ed, also were permested with tie sun's flame; verily I believed that
the solar fires Lurned through roof ond all of the dingy tenemonts.

Socn I approached »n singular dwelling et the intersection of two

streets., Like its neighbors, iron grill railings -- green witn the
copper oxide -- guarded tie belcony that extended along its upper
story. Along its ground floor were the vacant enclosures of several

store fronts. Sut the tuing that Lypnotized ny entire attention was
the entrance to tails now cmpty souse., In epite of the warm day I
felt & chilliness envelop my body; and a cloud momentarily passing
OVvVeT the sun gave tac street and the building an unreal, disturbing
guality., I knew toat awiful sensation of huwan frailvy and eventual
decey, of life's extreme siortnese, whican one fesls when wandering
about a cometary ~nd viewing tae countless headstones and scenting
tne rotv of wooden coiling and that of other objiacts witiin tiae tombs.
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An iron grill gate out a
space of about nine feet from the
door, and constituting a sort of
vestibule, barred me from contact
with that penderous piece of 1luw-

ber, And massive it was; gix
feet square of oak, marred and
battered with the scars of time
and misuse, Bubt tiae incredible
age of the door -- why, my mind
spins from speculation, 4 huge

iron knocker graced its ugly sur-
face., I tremble withh a nameless
fear as I conjure up what a horror
1t must have Leen at night to hear
tie thunderous reverberations of
tuat lLiuge knocker gciio lhwllowly
tharough thnose dark, empty corri-
ors. Winat manner of thing would
one see 1f brave enough to answer
thet dread swmmons?

typified my impression of the door's fearful aspect:

This r1ittle poem {eanonymous)

"What fortitude the soul contains,
That it can suv endure,

The accent of a coming foot,

The opening of a door!™®

Thick dust and debris littered the area of tiie vestivule, Cob-
webs hung taere in gbundance and appeared like the grisly strandes of
corpse hair., Thelr ftangled threads concealed what grime did not of
the fop panes of windows along botih sidesg of the door, while overiead
was a fan-shaped transom like thoee found above doorways in New Eng-
land hougeg. Througih the glass I could dimly discern a circular
staircase winding down directly in front of the door, while a bare
hall and an equally bare room confined 1ts contours; the hall slum-
bered in the profoundest of introverted gloom; the melanchollic atmo-
sphere of the room, however, was relleved somewhat by tiae Ilickering
autumnal glow of distant day Tiltering through an unseen window,

Gloncing at the odd vigta one way, I thought it like the shadowy
interior of a vast church with dusky half-lights; Dbut =%t another ~n-
gle it assumed an aure of unhallowed suggestion.

The mingled odor of dust, rot, and that other indefinite some-
thing that was wafted to wy nostrils caused ne to cough, Ifreeing ny
lungs of i1ts foulness,

Across the street was one of the Quarter's countless bars,
wnence I repaired. 1 bought and inbibed three beers before I could
extract from the bartender any information about the place I had just
been viewing. Hia knowledge wag exceeded only by his ignorance, All
e could tell mo was that that house nad had an evil Ireputation in
the old deys, and was suppossd to be haunted.
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Leaving tie areary vartender to ::‘\\3;4//’A\x}
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t.ie oblivion of kis own insipid cow- iy SR

peny, I returned tHo tTie door and (ﬁfst ‘\{T;:;iﬂi /]

peered again past the iron gate ot “\ Nt P aide </>

it. Tiere was an unconscious symbo- v\ ,

lism locked up in 1%s tolted and im- e

B ey \ / 2 A Bt

movable frame, a symbolism tict sug- LY o \\l i

gested tie idea of its being a bari- el b s

ier ageinst the forces of the nigat. SN PR ]\}
Tl kit s e

A sudden desire o enter the \ b S 4

enclosed sntecnamoer, stond before _ﬁ& ﬂ“*-~""}

trat portal and pound on its surface, SLT RAY T R akent ge

overwaoelmed me. I grasped t.a¢  irTon ‘ 1@{;;.l

gate and struggled to open it, Tout i | |

in vain -- it was gecured witia en e- b = L i /‘}

normous padlock and chain, Rutiless- S g ’\ ;})/‘/ e

1y I shook it in impotent fury waen e e e

it denied me admittance. “"~*:;:;:j\l“f;f/// STEIN

pOEeikensE) T e it wer m e 8 to ny
tiongints in a vlinding flash, =2nd I realized tie ciildish design of
wmy 1mpuibe. With an amused smile ot my own foolisii transgressions, I
turned to proceed, but &t tihat instent I paused in mid-gtride, a
numbness gripping ry limbs, A vague sometiing flitted avay from tue
cobweb~covered windows into tiue wellow twilignt of +the aall. Dear
God! ~~ it was, I ope, mercly my overactive ilmegination,

As I cdrew away, I kept nervously watching over my sioulder; what
I expected to see I'w not sure, but an inesidious thougat ate av wy
brain., Did I imagine it, or .ad I caught a fleeting glimpee of a
shadowy horror walting f01 me behkind taat ancient tareshold?
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Intirodustory note: I feel that WHAT IS TECHNOCRACY?
an articie on & subjeet such as
Technoeracy is rather out of place -by-
in a megazine like the Time-Binder;
for there is one thing that Technoc- HEWRY ELSNER, JR.
racy definitely is not, end that is 13618 Cedar Grove
a philosophy -- social, political, Detroit 5, Mich .

oTr perscnal, Tals article was writ-
ten upon tine request of editor Evans
thiat an article on Technocracy be
subnitted to the Time-Binder. ((It never appeared. -~ Ed.})

. sy e

For countless ages men have struggled with the environment into
which they were born. In the past, the problems ¢f society, arising
out of the actions of men in reiation to his environment, have Tbeen
dealt with by the philosophkers, merchants, and politicos of the day.
However, with the advent of the Industrial Revolution, for the first
time in history an entirely new set of problems was thrust upon man
and his soclety. Thege conditions, barely noticable at firvrst, have
been brought to the fore through the ever-increasing pace of scienti-
fic and technological advances, It is only within the last two decg-
ades that this tecianological revolution has rade its full effect felt
upon our economic, political, and social life. And it is only within
the last two decades that a unique movement has arieen which deals
with these problemc not from a philosophical or rationalist viewpoint
but from a scientific and technological spproach -- the only methed
that is in accord with the times in which we 1live. The body of
thought is known as Technocracy: Science applied to the social order,

Using the one common denominator, energy, by which the produc-
tlon end consumption of goods and services csn be measured without
regorting Vo the "witchcraft of economics", Technocracy Inc, has ana-
lyzed the social structure of the North American continent, and has
drawn up the blueprints of a system to teske the place of this Price
gystem whicn is irrevocsebly headed toward collapse. Technocracy 1is
not agitating for social change, but preparing for it; and to this
end the COrganization conducts study clesses throughout the North Am-
eTican continent in walich an ever-increasing number of Americans are
learning the causes of tne mounting confusion we daily observe around
us, and of the structure of the society which our science and tech-
nology make imperative that we install if we are to survive.

Up until the time of the Industrial Revolution, human society
was static, The entire world operated under an econcemy of scarcity,
due to the fact that all physical wealth had to be produced by human
toil and hand toeols. Beceusze of the fact that there was never enough
to go around, a system of exchange grew up, using money to facilitsate
the representation of gaods to be traded, As the amgunt cIi physical
wealth remaingl constant, this system woTked Quite well for thousands
of years., But with the intrcduciion of the method of producing goods
through the zpplication of “extruneous energy (energy obtainsd from
sources other than human muscle-power), a new set o7 fantors entered
the picture. Up through the 18- and early 1900's tremondous 1ndue-
tri.al erpansion took place, 8ll the while new bzochnologloal advances
w3re ¢oustantly ralsing individual plant productivity. The final re-
sult, when tiue period of expansion levellied off, in the 1820's here
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digtribute tilese energy units in
tihe form of purciiesing power.
This system would provide every
citizen of tue Tecimnate witi equal,
put not identical, purciaasing pow-
er; and at tue seme time maintain
an accurate recora of consumption,
Taese units would be in the form
of energy certificates, waicn tae
individual would surrender upon
the purcaase of an iven, 4s all
data pertinent to tae purcaase
would e punched in c¢ode letters
on tie used certificate, a daily
record would be kept which would
enable production to be maintained
at n level coxmensurate witih c¢on-
suaption. Under this balanced-
: load system of operations, every-

A one neod ™ork only 4 nour¥s a deay,

™ 4 days per we¢k, 160 days per
year, with 78 successive vacation days.

"It all sounds fine, workable, and all that," some of you are
probably tiinking, '"but is it practical to give everyone the same
purchaeging power?  How about the incentive to work provided by diff-
eTent incomes? and no matter now equal the distribution was made,
wouldn't the majority of vae energy certificates end up in tihe aands
of tne more clever peoplel?"

Trhese are common questions, and netural enouga wien one consid-
ers the conditioning every one of us ias undergone under this system.
In tie first place, is money really tile incentive it appears %o bet?
Fow about tae proiessionsg like medicine, teachking, and science, 1o
neme o Iew, wiose members are relatively poorly paid? Tnere nust be
some otier incentive tliere, and even assuming tnat ke reward of
nigher pay does goad a men wo work harder, to do better work -~ Jjust
wiy is tiis sof It is not taat rnoney itself provides tie incentive,
but tie fact taat under our present economic sctup it ig the greatest
stimulant for work woich far outweigis tile otier Teasons a man nay
have for doing his work well., With boti tie necessity Ior tiiis stim-
ulant gone, (material security for everyone), and tue concept of in-
come as a reward for work abolished, tie otiaer incentives for doing
a job well will become dominent. Because of tials, taere will also e
less occupetional misfits., and tihe distribution would slweys remain
equrl, because tue energy certificate is non-negotiable anG cannot be
stolen, gambled, or given away. Tius the futility of any system at-
tempiing cquitable distribution which retains tiie use of nmoney way
readily be seen., As long as the reward for such practices lies temp-
tingly before tie individual, there will always be crime, graft,
caiseling, and gambling, degpite all the moraslizing on the fevils of
capitelign® taat tie individual might be subjected to. Tecanoceracy
is not Just another "production-for-uee-not-~for-pr>fit? gchene, but
an integrated tlueprint for a scientific society, as an inepsotion of
some of the otler phssges of tie Technate will paint aut,

In a Teehnocracy education would be a fer cry from the outmoded
system in effect foday. 4ll education would be free, and limited on-
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in North Americe, was the produc-
tion of such an abundance as ut-
terly swamped an economic sys-
tem designed to fit the needs of
an ecomony of scarcity. This 1is
what produced the debacle of "The
Great Depression™, FProduction of
an unsgalable abundance ig the one
predominant factor which is slowly
forcing our economic system to =a
halt. It was this preduction
which caused the periodic slumps
of 1893, 1908, 1821 and finsally
1929, All of this so-called "Bus-
iness cycles" (not really cycles
at all but osciliations in & mean
curve of rising prouuctlon, each
slump approximately 39% greater
than the one previous), were alle-
viated by further expansion, until
production capacity onee  more
caught up. This same abundance ls the underlying factor behind many
of our present troubles, We may expect to see rising inflation, with

or without QOPA, and prosperity -- due to the current shortages, or
scarcity; then, ass soon a&s the markets become "flooded® with an unsal-
able abundance, another rock-bottom depression -~ probably the 1last
one,

0f courge, there are other factors, such as technological dis-
enployment; the displacing of man-hours of labor by machinery, which
under the Price Bystem means mounting unemployment, The approaching
liquidity of bank assets; the mounting discrepancies in income lev-
eleg; the attainment of limits of expansion; dumping of goods abroad--
these a2re only a few more of the trende which presage the coming
¢hange,

And what has Technocracy %o offer in place of this system fast
becoming obsolete? Will it Teally provide a stable method of dis-
tribution? If so, will this economic security be maintained at the
loes of our freedom? OT is Technocracy attempting to set up a soviet
of engineers? Let us briefly examine some of the important phases of
Technocracy's progran.

As the application of science and technology to ecomonic society
hes rendered meaningless to practice of exchange, it follows that
all the philosophic concepts hinged on such a system must be dispens~
ed with., Hence, under az Technoc¢racy, tue congepts of price, dedbt,
end velue {in relation to the scarcity of an item), would cease *to
figure in the distribution system, Production and consumption would
be measured by the simplest and most stable method possible; in com-
mon units of energy. We know that with the present plant capaclty
it is possible to produce goods and services equivalent to & 330,000
snnusl income for everyone (using figures of 19239). Therefore, the
mcss efficient menner of efiecting distribution would be to meagure
ths +otml number of units ¢f energy produced in a given period, say
“un , ears, deduct the eneigy cost of necessary free services, (pol-

T oce departmants, education, public health, housing, ¢ti.) and
aivice uhe rameinder per caplita among the populaticii, eand then
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1y by tios individualts ability to
loearn until, at tue age oI 2D, Qo
would teake nis plece os a contribu-
tor to society. Metiiods of educa-
tion would be vastly aifferent fron
taose of ftodey. '"3ook-learning® and
tieory will be replaced to &  larse
extent by instruction in actuslly
doing wiat the student is studying.
Due to tiag fect tuat all incones
would Le equal Tregardless oI  tae
t¥pe of work, tae individual would
be free to caoose wiatever type of
work lie liked and was suited for,
after traveling over the entire con-
tinent in an owientation course. One
of tao wogt inportant faccts of tais
educational system is tunat in addi-
tion to tac +taree R's, the arts,
sciences, lenguages, and those sub-
Jects pertaining to tue productive
and distributive systems, the indiv-
idual will also learn how to 1live,
Ee would De teougit Rkow to hLave
robbice, Liow to cnjoy recreation, and how to gpend leisure time., And
altiouga 35 is tie limit of formal education, anyone wuoo Wisied could
carry on Witii his studlies during his leisure time, and, after ais re-
tirement at 45, devote tie rest of ais life to learning, if Le so de-
gired.

Aand vitat about tie adninistration of tiais Teclinocracy? Certain-
1y we couldn't save all toose benerits withoub being oppressed by a
dictatorsiip ruling with an M™iron Iist® -- or at least Tthat's what
the science fiction stories always say.

The administration of o Teciinocracy is as unlike anyihing we
nave todey as are tiie otuer phases oI Technocracy's program. It  has
no politicel precedent; it is neitiicr democratic, fascistic, nor com-
nunigtic, For clons witi tae old econcomic pailosopiies will go  tae
political philosopuaies. Government vwill be by neitaer ballots ner
bullets but, like anyteclinologicel project, & functional administra-
tion., All related industries end services would be divided into fse-
quences'., All aduinistrators of a given stguence would be nembers of
tilat sequence, appointed from sbove; candidetes being nominated by
trheir fellow workers from euong the quelified men in the rank Ccelow
tite vacant office. The dircctors of all tae various sequences meke
up tie Continental Coamtrol. Tiae Continental Directors, (thre sequence
Girectors), proobably between 290 end 100 in number, elect one of their
group as Continental Dircctor-in-Chief, wiose tenure of office con-
tinues until deoti: or the retirement age ol 45 1s reacihied. He is el-
g0 subject to Teeall by a voite of 2/3rds of tie Continental Control.

"I knew it a2ll along -- Jjust anotiher totalitarial scieme for
dictatorsuip," sloatingly says our apologist for the status quo.
"Wertical slignient -- no voting -- positiong lasting until death,
retiremeant, or transfer -- nothing out regimented fascistic comnun-
ism!" These aro serious caarges (Lf the person making them aas no
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ulterior motive) so let's examine this administra-
tive setup rore closely.

In o teciunological socliety it is imperative
that tae right person be in tae right place at the
Tigat time -- or the thing simply won't work. It's
taat way with ell tecliinological projects. Thnere-
fore, who is better suited to edministrate a se -
quence tazn a member of tiat scquence? If the in- ¢
dividual appointed did not Lave tae necessary abil-ts
ity to hendle his Joo (extreme y uniikely, gince
the appointing person would have the records of PR e
all tae nominees before im), the functioning of the sequence would
soon stow this, and the individual would be transferred. Furtherwmore,
officials would be made Tegponsible for carrying out their own deci-
sions, thus aveiding any possibility of "buck-passing? and fooligsh
Judgment s,

The most important factor to keep in mind while evaluating this
system of functional alignment is tiae fact that the motives for pro-
cedures cominonly known as "pull' and "tie gravy train' would be ab-
sent. A person not competent for thae task would have no desire to be
appointed to a kigher position, as iis purchasing power and his work-
ing hours and conditione would remain tie same. Even if he did want
to do tiis, tihe fact is that monetary "bribes" would be impossible,
due to tie non-negotiability of the energy certificate. 8o you see
that wien one comeg down to an honest analyeig and cold facts, tie
competent, industrious person kas a much greater caance oI advancing
himsel? under Technocracy's administration system than under our pre-
sent "Ifrec elections" where anyone witlhout sufficient funds, bally-
hoo, and party intrigue hag 1little chance of becoming elected; and
even if ue did, would find kis hands tied by the political practices
around hin,

Last but not least, to use & heckneyed expression, we come 1o
the Mhigher tiaings of life" -- the imponderables, such as liberty,
freedom, pursuit of hoppiness, and so on, Pernaps tols is wiaat you
wao read tiais article are most of all interested in,

Technocracy does not guarantee to meke anyone ikappy. It is not
a cure-all for everyone's personal woes, but merely an engineering
design for operating the North American Continent. However, it 1is
certain that such vast changee in our society as have been previously
touched upon will have their effects on our dally lives. It is known
taot one's environment is a great force in the shaping of nis 1life,
Practically everytiing man does is the result of iis surroundings --
using tie word in ite broadest sense to include all of n2s experien -
ces as well as his immediate living conditions, All of us are born
with cerbtain instincteg, motives, and desiree which are ehaned by our
environaent,

Under ‘a Tecknooracy, would not & .high standard of,livimg, befter
education of & mucik broader type, and ‘freedom from totl 1lead to a
muck: Iiner culture and -"higher life" than we have. ever bDefore had in-
our history? (For en excellent expobition qf this point, read "The
gulture of Abundance" by E. Herrill Root, available. from any Techno-
cracy Section for 15¢.) Let's bring it closer %o nlome -- low  would
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you live your 1ife 1f you didn't
Lhave to worry about wiieTe tomor-—
row's daily brecad was coming from;
tf you were working in a job you
really enjoying doing; and if you
did not have to worry about that
dark cloud Jjust over tomorrow's
s horizon?

As for personal T"free-
dom" that we hear so much a-
bout in the columns of the
press, I would like to quote
a few paragraphs from the ar
ticle, "Conditions for Free-
don" from tie May 1946 Tech-
nocrat: "With no conflicting
class or sectional interests o be advecated or favored, we can gafe-
ly hove really iree specech ond press; and tune public adninistration
will be free to manege inpartielly for tie interests of all citizens.

"All places of agscenbly will be naintained by +he public; and
there will not be any chrTzes for the use of them, eliminating the
need for paying individual adrissions or for dues for membership in
any organization; so there will be really free assenbly,

Wo preachier or otiaer teacher will ve supported by contributions
from khis hearers. When a group ¢f people ecxpress thelr desire- to
have a certain minister preach to them regulerly, tney will thereby
acknowledge tast they regard sugh service ag useiul $o  taem; then,
for tie time spent by tae preacicr in sucn service he will® be relievad
of obligntion Ior other work and will stlll receive his allowance of
income. This arrangenment will not favor any one Treligious seet in
preference to any other, tut will secure rcally full freedom of be-
lief, asscmbly, and expression o all on equal terms. Then, as there
will not e any profit seekers to urge presciuers of righteousness to
defend an unrighteous system, every preacher will be free¢ to preach
vhat he really believes. He neced not even fear that e will lcac his
Job and his incowme ii he fails to please his congregation.

"Incenuity, individual initiative and competition in all produc-
tive services, as well as in the creative services, such as invention,
rusic, &art, writing, dremn, sclf-improvement and harmless nobbies,
will be encouraged.

Why con't you, who are seeking for a solution to the problems of
your ovm nicrocosiic lives, shelve then for a while, and approach the
problers which face every one of us as members of today's socievy?
For in tue times in waich we are now living, po one can withdraw nime
sclf irom flic rest of humenity, and attempt to solve his probliems of
the minutae., In that direction lies only confusion and social chaos.
Let us unite and operate in order inxet we may provide abundance, se-
curity, and rcal personal freedom for all Americons. It's entirely
up to you.
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